
LIFE AS WE KNEW IT by Susan Beth Pfeffer
The Summer Reading Test Review Sheet

We will review during two class sessions, and the test will be given during the 
week of August 26.

Total points:  50 POINTS
PART I:  CHARACTER IDENTIFICATION.  For each character, I will ask 
you to tell me two specific items about that character.  Sentences will be 
required.  Be certain to know the characters listed below.  This section will 
be worth 20 points.  Each identification will be worth 2 points, and points 
will be deducted if you do not use complete sentences. 
 (Example:  MIRANDA:  Miranda is the protagonist of Life as We Knew It, 
and the story is told from her point of view (1st person narration).  Miranda 
is a high school junior who has recently been asked to be the godmother of 
an upcoming baby stepsister or stepbrother.)
Lisa
Jonny
Mrs. Nesbitt
Matt
Brandon Erlich
Megan Wayne
Becky

Sammi
Dan
Laura
Mrs. Hotchkiss
Peter

PART II:  SHORT ANSWER.  This section will be worth 14 points in total, 
and your answers are to be written in full sentences.  This section will ask 
you questions directly related to the plot of the novel.  For instance, be 
certain to know the circumstance, which originally led to the catastrophic 
events experienced not only by Miranda and her family but also by people 
across the world.  Also, be certain to know the after affects of the initial 
event, steps taken by Miranda and her family to survive in this apocalyptic* 
world, how their world and their day-to-day living altered because of the 
event, and how the members of Miranda's family (mother, brothers, father, 
stepmother) interacted. 
* Apocalyptic:  of or like universal or widespread destruction or disaster.  



i.e. Life as We Knew It is a novel that focuses on Miranda and her family as they face life after an 
apocalyptic event, an asteroid crashing into the moon and throwing it out of its orbit.
PART III:  PARAGRAPH ANSWER (Remember to use correct sentence 
structure, grammar and punctuation).  Be certain to refer to specific 
events in the novel.  Choose two of the following.  
A.  In 8-10 sentences explain why Miranda worried so much about her 
friend Megan who dealt with the catastrophe by focusing on personal 
sacrifice, her religion and her church. (8 points)
B.  In 8-10 sentences explain the role the school and studying played in 
Life as We Knew It.  (8 points)
C.  In 8-10 sentences explain why the relationship between Miranda and 
Brandon Erlich was important to the development of Miranda's character in 
the novel.  (8 points)
D.  In 8-10 sentences explain why the relationship between Miranda and 
Mrs. Nesbitt was important to the development of Miranda's character in 
the novel.  (8 points)
[Note:  These are the four choices you will be given on the actual test.  I am 
giving you these topics ahead of time to facilitate your review.  You may not 
come to class with a paragraph already written.  In preparing for the test, 
please think about these questions, organize your arguments in your head 
and determine what evidence from the novel will help you.  Then on the 
day of the test, you will come into the test fully prepared to write.]


