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July 16, 2018 
 
Dear Seventh Grade Families, 
 
One of the best ways for a school to generate excitement for an event is for it to become a tradition – something 
deeply rooted in the culture of a school, and that students anticipate for several years in advance. Our seventh grade 
trip to Chicago is only in its second year, but the tradition of going to Chicago while in Middle School at Sayre is a 
long one, and again this year I know how much our students are looking forward to it.  This year’s 7th Grade class 
trip to Chicago is scheduled for September 12, 13, and 14. 
 
Every year, the members of the faculty look for special and stimulating experiences to enhance our curriculum and 
to offer students additional opportunities to see the world around them.  This venture into the “Windy City” is a 
perfect occasion for our 7th Graders to broaden their horizons, to learn about themselves, and to view firsthand a 
number of the American landmarks, the scientific feats, and the works of art they have studied.  
 
On our day of departure, we drive into the heart of Chicago and go to the Field Museum, where the kids will tour 
and eat lunch.  They will then go to the Art Institute for a self-guided tour. Then, everyone will head off to dinner at 
Giordano’s Pizza.  From dinner, groups will reconvene at the Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower) for an evening 
view of Chicago from the observation deck. After leaving the Willis Tower we will head off for the hotel. On 
Thursday morning we will return to Museum Mile for a visit to the Federal Reserve Money Museum and then lunch 
at Navy Pier.  They will tour the Lincoln Park Zoo, and then take a boat tour on the river with Wendella Boats. They 
will have dinner at Hard Rock Café and conclude the day with a performance of the Blue Man Group at the Briar 
Street Theatre.  We will return to Lexington on Friday, first stopping at the Museum of Science and Industry, always 
a favorite of our students.  
 
Attached to this email is information pertinent to the upcoming trip to Chicago, a fact sheet regarding the trip, a 
permission form, an expectations agreement, and a medicine form.  Each student and a parent/guardian are asked to 
sign an Expectations Agreement, and a parent/guardian is asked to sign and return the Permission Slip.  We ask you 
also to return both the agreement and permission forms to the Middle School Office no later than Wednesday, 
August 22 (the day of Open House).  If your child will need medicine distributed during the trip, please turn that 
form in at the same time.   
 
Although we do not leave for Chicago until September 12, it is vital that we receive the permission forms for each 
child during those first days of school.  The costs associated with this Chicago trip reflect the savings we are able to 
secure through advance bookings and group rates, and final numbers as well as advance payment must be mailed to 
our travel agency. As you know, the cost of the trip is included in tuition this year.  
 
The 7th Grade trip to Chicago is an enriching opportunity and will provide many memories for our 7th Graders.  
The cost of the Chicago trip includes transportation to and around Chicago, lodging, activities, and meals as cited in 
the itinerary and is included in tuition.  It also includes a security guard who will be on duty in the hotel hall during 
the late night/ early morning hours.   
        
Sincerely, 
Kristin 
 
Kristin Seymour 
Head of Middle School  
 
 


