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Sayre School Press Release 
 
“Election 2016: Do You See What I See?” by Hanae Yoshida, Sayre School Ninth Grader 
 
Upper School English teacher George Bebensee introduced the opportunity for his students to enter 
an essay writing contest sponsored by The League of Women Voters®. The contest is open to 
students in grades 9-12, who attend either a public or private Fayette County high school. 
 
In regards to the 2016 presidential election, students, as voters or potential voters, were asked to 
tell their story as a citizen who has lived through this particularly divisive election experience and 
what they have learned from it.  “Generally, we receive 30-40 essays, however,  this year the 
prompt attracted the most serious thinkers and skillful writers with 14 contenders from six 
different schools in Fayette County,” according to Judy Johnson, a representative from The League 
of Women Voters.  Sayre ninth grader Hanae Yoshida submitted her essay titled: “Election 2016: Do 
You See What I See?” and won the contest by unanimous vote! It was the first year Sayre 
participated in the contest! 
 
 The League of Women Voters said it was the first time judges chose the same essay to win the 
competition.  "I am excited to tell you Sayre has a prize winner in our essay contest. I am so pleased 
for two reasons. The writing is honest and excellent and very skillful for a 14 year old. Also, we have 
not had entries from Sayre before, so this is a first," said Judy Johnson of The League of Women 
Voters.   
 
Hanae’s teacher George Bebensee says, “Hanae’s essay is a sobering, heartfelt personal narrative by 
a biracial immigrant student who sees America divided and angry. While the essay examines the 
effects of the volatile election environment, it also offers hope in perseverance and steadfastness.  
Hanae writes beautiful essays full of emotion and intellect. She has a remarkable ability to see 
things in an expansive way and then explain what she sees with specific and detailed examples that 
move her readers. I am very happy to see her win this award."  
 
The following is an excerpt from Hanae’s essay. 
 

“Imagine seeing through the eyes of a 14 year old like me. You are trying to understand who 
you are and who you are becoming, but in the midst of all this, a verbal war is raging 
between the adults of America.  Did you see what I saw? I saw neighbors pitted against 
neighbors, friends rejecting friends, and relatives turning on relatives. I saw the media fill all 
our ears with all of Secretary Clinton’s scandals and all of Mr. Trump’s insults, constantly 
wearing us down every single minute of every day. I was living in a world where I was 
supposed to see role models and celebration and success, but all I saw was desolation, 
fighting, and pain. I saw Democrats and Republicans alike talking in terms of “we” and the 
hated “them” instead of common citizens with valuable opinions and the right to voice 
them. This was the first time in my young life that I saw our country so broken, so worried. 
Ironically, it was during a process that was supposed to unify our country through choosing 
a kind and just leader.” 

 



Sayre School couldn’t be more proud of Hanae’s work. Hanae being the first place winner as a 14 
year old is an extraordinary honor. 
 
Our Mission: 
Sayre School provides an innovative and inclusive learning environment that empowers students to achieve 
academic excellence, embrace challenge, and cultivate integrity in order to lead purposeful lives in an ever-
changing world. 


