
Upper School Course Descriptions 
 
English 
 
English Course Descriptions  
 
English 9: Developing a Written Voice  
   
This course helps each student develop a unique written voice in preparation for more 
advanced writing. Students read, think, and write their way toward a fuller and more 
interesting sense of themselves, of their place in the contemporary world, and of their 
relationship to the larger and more abstract world of ideas. Work includes intensive study 
and practice of the art of personal narrative, student-led Harkness discussions of model 
texts, and writing workshops where students both pursue their own writing projects and 
consider each other's written work. This class introduces students to reading practices, 
discussion principles, and writing strategies they will use in subsequent years. 
 
 
English 10: Literature, History, and the Human Imagination 
 
Sophomore English is a study of human experience through the prism of literary genre. 
Using English, European, and African literature, it asks how the literary imagination over the 
course of several centuries has helped human beings make sense of their world. The course 
seeks to build on the foundation of ninth grade English by studying a variety of genres, 
including novels, plays, short stories, and poems. Through readings from these varied 
sources, class discussion, grammar drills, and lots of writing, the course asks students to 
consider what literature does and whether or not it has value in the modern world of DVD 
movies, television, cell phones, and computers. It also encourages students to think 
critically and skeptically, and it emphasizes the importance of evidence in reaching literary - 
or any other kinds of - conclusions. 
 
 
English 11/12 Seminars 
 
Psychology in Literature: An Examination of “Insanity” 
What does it mean to be “insane”?  Is it always a malfunctioning of the brain, or can the 
label sometimes be a weapon of the majority to punish those who deviate from social 
norms?  This course will explore this question through examining psychology, medicine, law, 
critical theory, and literature.  We will read plays, short stories, memoirs, and novels that 
portray characters dealing with various understandings of “insanity” and use critical texts to 
think deeply about what it is that determines our mental health.  
 
 
Mythos: Gods, Robots, & Wizards 
The myths we tell ourselves do more than entertain us around the campfire or in front of 
the TV.  We use them to communicate ideas, to find ourselves, to build our world.  While 
lots of stories fit that mold, this course will focus on the more fantastic ones found in 
mythology, fantasy, & science fiction.  The ones that take you down the rabbit hole, or to a 
galaxy far, far away.   
 
 
 



 
 
AP English 11: Language and Composition 
 
This is a college-level course in reading, writing, and rhetoric for motivated students, 
constructed in accordance with the current College Board AP guidelines. The major objective 
of this course is to help students write effectively and confidently in their college courses 
across the curriculum, and in their personal lives. Through close reading and frequent 
writing, students will develop their ability to work with language and text with a greater 
awareness of purpose and strategy, while strengthening their own composing abilities. Texts 
include: The Stranger, The Scarlet Letter, The Great Gatsby, Emerson Essays, Civil 
Disobedience, Plato’s Crito, Slouching Towards Bethlehem, What We Talk about When We 
Talk about Love, The Manifest of the Communist Party 
 
 
AP English 12: Advanced Literature 
 
Students are expected to read difficult material in depth, and sometimes must read a great 
deal of material in a short time. But more often the course focuses on shorter, more subtle 
selections that students are expected to analyze on their own. In the process they develop 
the ability to articulate single and multiple themes and work extensively with indirection and 
irony. The degree of independence expected of members of this course is best illustrated by 
its extended poetry project. Each student reads a book of poems by a single author, writes 
papers demonstrating theme and exploring technique in separate poems, then produces a 
ten-page paper which explores the themes and techniques of a single poem. Components of 
vocabulary, grammar, and college essay writing are also part of the course. 
 
 
Honors English 12 
 
Honors English 12 is an alternative to AP English offered according to need. It is open to 
students who wish to work at an advanced level in senior English but need more support 
than AP English can provide. Course content is the same as AP English, but more teacher 
support is available to help understand the literature and to re-write compositions. Students 
are expected to be as self-motivated as those who select AP English. 
 
 
ELECTIVES 
 
Electives, especially literary and writing electives, vary year by year. Past and current 
elective titles include Novels into Films, 20th Century Films, Creative Writing, Public 
Speaking, Media Literacy, Honors Creative Writing, Introduction to Philosophy, Honors 
Philosophy: Ethics, and Women’s Literature.  
 
 
Public Speaking 
 
Public Speaking is a required semester course, taken primarily by sophomores, designed to 
develop basic communication and listening skills. A variety of speeches covers topics chosen 
by students and is designed to persuade, inform, and entertain. The semester concludes 
with lessons taught by the students. Every member of the course is required to give a 
speech during Morning Meeting. 
 



Creative Writing 
 
This one-semester course explores a wide variety of informal, fictional, and poetic forms of 
writing. Students share virtually everything they write in order to pool ideas and get advice 
from as many sources as possible. Among the elements of writing they may touch upon are 
description, imitation, autobiography, short story, metaphor, limerick, haiku, free verse, and 
drama. Grades are based upon effort, imagination, and, most importantly, the quality of 
three rewritten pieces in each nine weeks. Outstanding work is published in Cupola, the 
Upper School’s literary magazine. (Fulfills writing requirement) 
 
 
Nonfiction Writing 
 
This elective is a performance-based class in which students write predominately nonfiction 
pieces. The objective of the class is for students to become comfortable with the writing 
process, specifically with nonfiction writing, and become more accomplished writers. 
Students learn about writing for an audience, and during numerous drafts, they consider 
subject matter, length, style, and syntactical issues before finalizing pieces. Selected pieces 
are published in the Upper School’s student news magazine, Soothsayre. 
 
 
Media Literacy 
 
MEDIA no longer just influences our culture; in many ways, it has become our culture. 
Media literacy is about becoming competent, critical, and . . . literate in all media forms so 
that we control the interpretation of what we see and hear. In this class, we’ll look 
specifically at TV, music, magazines and newspapers, movies, and the internet. We’ll learn 
to raise the right questions about what we’re watching, reading, or listening to so that we 
can develop the “critical autonomy” that lets us think for ourselves. We’ll analyze media’s 
explicit and implicit messages and evaluate them against our own ethical and moral 
principles. We’ll also create our own messages using a variety of media tools. Mostly in-
class work. Frequent short writings. This class fulfills the writing requirement. 
 
 
Women’s Literature 
 
Virginia Woolf’s famous essay “A Room of One’s Own” claims that “A woman must have 
money and a room of her own if she is to write.” In this course, students will have a room of 
their own to consider and share in the concerns illuminated in the stories we read together. 
In a literary world that has historically been ruled by men, how have women managed to 
portray themselves and society? What unique perspective and vision have they offered? This 
course will try to understand the influence that women writers of the past have on current 
writers. Defining this relationship will help us to identify the chief concerns of women writers 
as they have challenged traditional perceptions of women through their individual stories. 
Readings may come from Jane Austen, Virginia Woolf, Toni Morrison, Sandra Cisneros, Maya 
Angelou, Alice Walker, Julia Alvarez, Amy Tan, Linda Pastan, Anne Sexton, and Nadine 
Gordimer. 
 
 
 
 



Visual and Performing Arts 
 
Visual Arts Course Descriptions  
 
All Fine Arts courses are one semester in length and earn a half credit unless otherwise 
noted. 
Students must fulfill the Humanities Requirement, which is two semesters of the same 
course sequence. Those classes are labeled “HR.” 
 
 
3D Art I (fulfills HR) 
 
This is a foundation course that focuses on how to develop ideas and translate them into 
three dimensions. While exploring a variety of media, such as clay, metals, and wood, 
students learn to work in a studio environment that encourages their individuality. They also 
look at and discuss classical and contemporary artwork. 
 
 
3D Art II (fulfills HR) 
 
As a continuation of 3D Art, students further explore making three dimensional works of art. 
The emphasis is on working more independently and pushing ideas beyond basic concepts. 
Students are encouraged to pursue their own ideas and research artists who will inform 
their work. 
 
Prerequisite: 3D Art I 
 
 
Ceramics 
 
This advanced 3D art course focuses on making art out of clay. Students learn a variety of 
techniques such as pinch, coil, and slab building. They explore surface designs and color as 
well as view ceramic work of different cultures. The goal of this course is to make a variety 
of functional and non-functional pieces that reflect the students' aesthetics. Learning how to 
throw on the wheel is an option. 
 
Prerequisite: 3D Art I 
 
 
Metals 
 
As an advanced 3D art course, students explore the elements of design in the metal pieces 
they create. Students learn basic metal techniques, such as sawing, soldering, and polishing 
as well as enameling. The finished pieces could be jewelry but are not limited to that. 
 
Prerequisite: 3D Art I 
 
 
Advanced 3D Art 
 
Advanced 3D Art is a continuation of Ceramic, Metals and/or 3D Art II. They create a body 
of work that demonstrates the integration of design and craftsmanship. Ceramics students 



develop of design style and hone their building and glazing skills. They learn to load the kiln 
and fire pieces. Metals students further explore different design options and learn more 
advanced metals techniques, such as stone setting and working with real silver. Sculpture 
students work in different media to create more sophisticated, unique 3D pieces. 
 
Prerequisite: Ceramics, Metals or 3D Art II 
Honors 3D Art 
 
Honors 3D Art is a year long course that culminates in an exhibit off campus. Students 
choose the medium they want to explore and create a body of work that reflects their 
interests. The class is set up like a working studio to encourage an art dialogue between 
students and to let them work independently. 
 
Prerequisite: Advanced 3D Art 
 
 
Studio Art I (fulfills HR) 
 
This class includes basic drawing, acrylic painting, watercolor, and 3-dimensional design 
techniques. It is an introductory production class for beginning students who wish to 
express themselves through a variety of visual art media. 
 
 
Studio Art II (fulfills HR) 
 
This course is designed as a continuation of Studio Art I. Students further their interests 
through a variety of visual art media. Students advance their artistic skills from Studio Art I 
and new techniques are introduced. Each student builds a portfolio of art work. 
 
Prerequisite: Studio Art I 
 
 
Honors Art 
 
This course is designed for the serious art student who wants to develop his/her skills and 
produce a stronger disciplined portfolio through challenging assignments. Final projects 
culminate in an exhibit of work. Some AP assignments are given to allow the honor students 
to experience college level work. 
 
Prerequisite: Studio Art I and II 
 
 
AP Visual Art 
 
This course is designed for the self-motivated and talented student who plans to study 
visual art in college. The student is required to produce a body of 40 works which are 
evaluated by professionals at the end of the year. Half of the work is executed in class, the 
other half according to the student's individual schedule. The content includes breadth, 
concentration, and quality. 
 
Prerequisite: Honors Art 
 
 



Drawing  
 
This course enables the art student to further develop his/her interests in art by focusing on 
basic drawing skills. A series of drawing exercises explores line, value, perspective, and 
form. Media include: graphite, pencils, charcoal, colored pencils, and pen and ink. The 
student keeps a portfolio of work that includes portraits, still life, landscapes, and 
exploratory work. 
 
Prerequisite: Studio Art I 
 
 
Painting  
 
This class allows the art student to continue pursuing an interest in art by focusing on 
fundamental painting principles, methods, and materials. A series of exercises explores 
composition, color mixing, techniques, and various subject matter. Media used include 
acrylic paints and water colors. The painting student keeps a portfolio of work that includes 
representational work, exploratory concepts, and abstract work. 
 
Prerequisite: Studio Art I 
 
 
Digital Photography  
 
In this class, you’ll learn to take pictures using the manual settings on a digital camera, 
giving you full artistic control of your images. We’ll talk about composition, mood, tone, and 
intent. We’ll practice various genres of photography, like landscape, portrait, tabletop, 
abstract, and street photography. We’ll also dive into the possibilities of Adobe Photoshop 
and learn how to do digital printing. 
 
 
Performing Arts Course Descriptions  
 
Music Theory I 
 
This class is open to any student wanting to improve his/her music reading skills, implement 
basic piano skills (playing scales and chords), and explore various genres of music. The 
elements of beat, rhythm, melody, structure, harmony, timbre, and expression are explored 
in depth. Music from western and eastern cultures will be used as a guide for understanding 
the basic elements in music. Students will also complete activities using Sibelius music 
notation software. 
 
 
Honors Music Theory 
 
This course is designed for the serious music student who has completed Music Theory I or 
has equivalent training approved by the instructor and wishes to develop extensive 
knowledge of music theory through challenging study. In this semester-long class, students 
continue the study of music elements as well as all forms of aural dictation. Composition 
using Sibelius software and an exploration of the historical significance of various composers 
and ideas related to the development of music theory are also implemented. Some AP 
assignments are given to provide an opportunity for honor students to experience college 
level work. 



 
Prerequisite: Music Theory I 
 
 
 
AP Music Theory 
 
This year-long course is designed after a college level class and is for the advanced music 
student who has completed Honors Music Theory. Students are prepared to take the AP 
examination in Music Theory. The requirements of the College Board are implemented 
through in-depth assignments, exercises, and tests. 
 
Prerequisite: Honors Music Theory 
 
 
Sayre Singers (fulfills HR) 
 
This year-long performance class is for female vocalists interested in singing choral music. 
Emphasis is on performance skills and sight reading skills needed for singing a variety of 
musical styles such as vocal jazz, contemporary, show tunes, as well as traditional choral 
music from all genres. Attendance is mandatory at all performances as well as occasional 
after-school rehearsals and community functions. Those seniors who have completed one 
year of Sayre Singers and have permission from the director may receive honors credit by 
completing projects and demonstrating advanced vocal and musical skills. Joint 
performances with the Spartones will be implemented. This class may be repeated. 
 
 
Spartones (fulfills HR) 
 
This year-long performance class is for the male vocalist interested in singing choral music. 
Emphasis is on performance skills needed for singing a variety of musical styles such as 
vocal jazz, barbershop, contemporary, show tunes, as well as traditional choral music from 
all genres. Attendance is mandatory at all performances as well as occasional after-school 
rehearsals and community functions. Those seniors who have completed one year of 
Spartones and have permission from the director may receive honors credit by completing 
projects and demonstrating advanced vocal and musical skills. Joint performances with 
Sayre Singers will also be implemented. This class may be repeated. 
 
 
Instrumental Ensemble (fulfills HR) 
 
This semester-long class is for the student who has had training on a musical instrument 
and desires to play in an ensemble with other students. Various styles of music and levels of 
difficulty are performed based on each student's ability. Attendance at all performances is 
mandatory as well as occasional after-school rehearsals and community functions. Those 
seniors who have completed two semesters of Instrumental class and have permission of 
the director may receive honors credit by completing projects, solos, and demonstrating 
advanced musical skills. This class may be repeated. 
 
 
 
 
 



Independent Study in Music Composition 
 
This class allows students to further pursue their interests in music through composition. 
Through improvisation exercises, studying other compositions, and various genre forms, 
students will compose their own portfolio of music using Sibelius software. 
 
Prerequisite: Honors Music Theory 
 
 
Theatre I (fulfills HR)  
          
This semester-long course continues the student's introduction to the theatrical concepts of 
performance (acting, improvisation, auditions) and includes theatre history (Greek, 
Medieval, Renaissance/Shakespeare) and script analysis. Students will read at least one 
play in class, two outside of class, and see at least one play outside of class. They will 
perform a scene and a monologue from one of the curricular texts. Students will learn some 
of the fundamentals of vocal production and stage movement and will engage in projects 
that challenge them vocally and physically.  
          
 
Theatre II (fulfills HR)  
          
This semester-long follow-up to Theatre I will continue with theatre history (Shakespeare 
through contemporary), as well as further improvisational and performance opportunities. 
Just as in Theatre I, students will read at least one play in class, two outside of class, and 
see at least one play outside of class. They will also perform a scene or monologue from one 
of the curricular texts. Theatre II will introduce students to the fundamentals of directing, 
and they will participate in a directing project that illustrates the basics of script 
interpretation, design, blocking, scheduling, and actor-coaching.    
 
Prerequisite:  Theatre I  
 
 
Playwriting  
 
Students will learn the fundamentals of playwriting by reading plays from a variety of styles 
(one-act, full-length, drama, comedy), and working on a number of writing exercises and 
prompts. Students will learn the concepts of dialogue, monologue, character development, 
plot, and the considerations playwrights must make as they write plays intended for 
production. Students will be required to read and see plays outside of class. The class will 
culminate in the performance or staged reading on one-act plays written by the class.  
 
 
Sayre Players  
 
The purpose of Sayre Players is to build students into performers, by providing many 
different kinds of opportunities to perform.  Students will engage in in-class readings, 
improvisation exercises, and will perform monologues and scenes - as well as have the 
chance to learn from and work with guest artists. Students will be required to read and see 
plays outside of class, and will culminate their work in a showcase of monologues and/or 
scenes at the end of the semester.  
 
 



Independent Senior Research in the Arts 
 
Seniors in the arts have an opportunity to earn independent research credit. Independent 
research might include an art exhibition, drama production, music recital, or dance 
program. Each research project involves a written component. This written requirement 
may be completed in a number of ways such as building a historical framework for the 
pieces presented, preparing an artist's statement that enlightens the viewers to a deeper 
understanding of the art form as it is presented, writing the score for an original musical 
composition, or writing a script for an original short play. 
 
Applicants for Independent Research must apply through the Upper School Office prior to 
the end of the junior year. 
 
 
History 
 
History Course Descriptions  
 
History 9  
 
Themes and Content: 
 
    The focus is directed at a number of historical attempts to create an “ideal” society that 
balances the needs of the individual with the needs of the community. 
    The course investigates Confucianism in China, democracy in Athens, republicanism in 
Rome, and the Christian theocracy of the late Roman Empire. 
    In each case, the course examines not only the ideas and origins of these social 
experiments, but also how well they met the challenges of their times. 
 
Curriculum Goals: 
 
    Developing the skills of critical thinking, close reading, analytical writing, and also 
mastering the importance of skills like note-taking and organization. 
    Exploring a global variety of past cultures and events and examining 
 
      connections among those cultures and the present. 
 
    Making connections between student’s modern experiences and those of people from the 
past. 
 
Essential questions: 
 
    What is the purpose of government? 
    What do people expect from their governments? 
    How do different governments balance the needs of society against individual ambition 
and the desire for self-fulfillment? 
    What role do ethical systems (like religions) play in government? 
    How do societies based on an ideal form adapt to practical problems and challenges? 
 
Textbook: No textbook. A variety of primary and secondary sources is distributed in class or 
accessed online.  
 



 
 
World History (Grade Ten) 
 
This course explores the people, events, and trends that have shaped western 
civilization and modern world history, from approximately 1300 AD to the present. 
It is designed to provide a basic foundation of knowledge upon which to build, to 
broaden perspectives and perceptions of the world, and to strengthen intellectual 
understanding of connections between past and present. A particular emphasis will 
be placed on seeing how key historic periods contributed to the development of the 
government of the United States, the World at War, and the shaping of the post 
WWII world. Throughout the school year, we’ll use several recurring themes to 
better understand how people from around the world have overcome obstacles, 
achieved goals, and sought to better themselves and the world around them.  
 
 
United States History (Grade Eleven)  
 
This course covers the major themes in American history, from the “discovery” of the New 
World to the challenges of the 21st century. The historical narrative is thematic and multi-
dimensional as students explore private and public lives, ordinary and celebrated people, 
dividing and unifying trends, as well as national and international challenges. Examining 
America’s history through a variety of lenses - political, social, economic, and cultural - we 
will continuously address these essential questions… 
 
• Why does what happened in the past matter today? 
• Who determines whether something in the past is significant or influential? 
• Whose voices are most often included in the historical  narrative and whose are left out? 
• What is unique about American history? 
• How has diversity shaped American society? What factors are most important in 

determining the American experience? 
• What forces have drawn the nation together and enabled it to survive and flourish, 

despite divisions? 
 
Students will process and analyze historical themes and content through primary 
documents, film, and a variety of secondary sources. They will hone their critical thinking 
skills by comparing and contrasting resources and data, researching topics of affinity, 
creating oral and visual presentations, and writing through traditional forms of assessment 
such as essays, quizzes and exams. 
around them. 
 
 
AP United States History (Grade Eleven) 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) United States History is offered in the junior year, and is one of 
the options to fulfill the U.S. History graduation requirement.   Like all AP classes, it is 
designed to be a college-level course. The course is appropriate for the advanced student 
who wants both a rigorous and in-depth study of American history as well as the 
opportunity to take the College Board’s AP United States History examination offered in 
May. Students are required to take the exam if enrolled in the course. The class covers 
American history from the Age of Exploration through 1990. Considerable reading and 
writing is required. Critical thinking skills, historiography, and methods of historical analysis 



are also stressed. Prerequisite: Selection for the course is based on a number of factors, 
including achievement in tenth grade History and English courses, the recommendation of 
the student’s tenth grade History teacher, and analytical reading and writing skills as 
determined by a document-based placement examination in the spring of the tenth grade 
year. 
 
 
The Supreme Court in U. S. History (Grade Twelve) 
 
For those students not taking the year-long “AP US Government and Politics,’ (see below) 
“The Supreme Court in United States History” comprises one-half of the Senior History 
curriculum. This course introduces the student to the role of the United States Supreme 
Court in the shaping of American history through its interpretation of the Constitution. After 
examining the social, political and intellectual origins of the Constitution, we use primary 
sources from Supreme Court cases to explore such constitutional issues as judicial review, 
federalism, the separation of powers, national security, equal protection, due process, the 
commerce clause and civil liberties. Daily readings from primary and secondary sources are 
the basis for class discussions. Classes emphasize discussion, the exchange of ideas through 
informed debate, the substantiation of opinions and respect for diverse viewpoints. All 
students are required to write a comprehensive research paper as part of their course work. 
This paper is a culminating project, and takes the place of a final exam. 
 
What is History: Topics in History 
 
AP US Government and Politics (Grade Twelve) 
 
This year-long, senior-level course provides an analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States. The course examines the Constitutional underpinnings of the 
US government, landmark Supreme Court cases, the structure and function of the 
government at the federal, state and local levels, the roles of belief, media and parties in 
the shaping of public policy, and the role of the individual citizen at every level of 
government. While it prepares students for the AP US Government exam, it also teaches the 
fundamentals of researching and writing a college-level history research paper in the first 
semester. Students enrolled in this year-long course are exempt from the senior Supreme 
Court class in the Fall semester, and (with the approval of the Upper School Director) a 
History seminar in the Spring. Credit as an AP course is granted to students completing the 
full two-semester requirement. 
 
Prerequisite: Selection for the course is based on a number of factors, including 
achievement in eleventh grade History and English courses, the recommendation of the 
eleventh-grade History teacher, and analytical reading and writing skills as determined by a 
document-based placement examination in the spring of the tenth grade year. 
 
HISTORY ELECTIVES 
 
History electives change year to year. Current and past electives include: In Focus- It’s All 
Greek to Me; World Religions; Religions, Culture and Food; Cold War in Popular Culture; 
Topics in Psychology 
 
 
Coming in from the Cold - The Cold War in Popular Culture 
This semester long Spring elective course will focus on a seminal period in recent History. 
Born out of the ashes of the Second World War, this vital era gave birth to the current age 



in which we live and work, yet seems strangely removed from popular consciousness. The 
course will seek to shed light on the time period using multiple avenues and resources. 
Come find out why the East German judge always stiffed Team USA in the Olympics and 
why agents in Her Majesty's Secret Service preferred their Martinis shaken, not stirred. 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Mathematics Course Descriptions  
 
Algebra I 
 
Algebra I focuses on the theoretical concepts and essential problem solving skills needed in 
higher level mathematics and science courses. The course introduces students to abstract 
thought and logical structure while at the same time requiring students to apply the 
concepts they are learning to a variety of realistic situations. Graphing calculator technology 
is used as a tool to aid in the understanding and visualization of concepts throughout the 
course. Topics covered include real numbers, variables, expressions, equations, inequalities, 
problem solving strategies, coordinate plane and graphing on the coordinate plane, systems 
of linear equations, polynomials, rational expressions, factoring, solving quadratic 
equations, exponents, radicals, and functions. Note: Students who score below a “C-” for 
their second semester grade are required to receive summer remediation or to repeat this 
course before continuing in the mathematics sequence. 
 
 
Geometry 
 
Discovering Geometry takes a deductive approach to studying geometric terminology, 
reasoning and proofs, relationships of parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, circles, proportions, similarity, trigonometry, area, surface area, and volume. 
Students will use geometric terminology and Euclid’s theorems and postulates to prove 
various relationships between two-dimensional geometric figures. Throughout the course, 
students learn to use rulers, protractors, compasses as well as Geometer’s Sketchpad to 
construct various geometric figures to help them better understand the conjectures learned 
during class. Various formulas will be used during class including: midpoint, distance, slope, 
quadratic, area and volume formulas for two and three dimensional shapes. The course is 
broad based, but is essential knowledge for higher level mathematics courses. 
 
 
Algebra II 
 
Algebra II builds upon the skills and concepts learned in Algebra I and also integrates 
reading, writing, and problem solving skills in order to prepare students for more in-depth 
study of mathematical concepts. Students develop proficiency in working with algebraic 
expressions, functional analysis, and coordinate geometry. Graphing calculator technology is 
integrated throughout the course to provide concrete visual aids in the study of abstract 
concepts as well as problem solving. Topics covered include equations and formulas, 
variation, linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and inequalities, 
quadratic functions, functional analysis, exponential, radical, rational, and logarithmic 
functions. 
 
 



 
 
Honors Algebra II 
 
Honors Algebra II operates on a more rigorous, theoretical level and covers a broader range 
of topics and applications than the regular Algebra II course. Students should expect the 
course to move at a rapid pace and be prepared to study and learn concepts independently. 
All topics covered in Algebra II are covered in greater depth. Topics covered beyond those 
listed under Algebra II include analysis of trigonometric functions, logistic functions, and 
polynomial functions. 
 
Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in Honors Algebra II must have at least a “B” 
average in both Algebra I and Geometry. Approval from the teachers in the Mathematics 
Department must also be secured. 
 
 
Precalculus 
 
This course bridges the Algebra II and Honors Precalculus curriculum by combining an in-
depth study of Algebra II topics with those of an introductory Precalculus course. The course 
is intended to provide the necessary background for continued study in mathematics as well 
as further prepare students for the mathematics section of college entrance exams. 
Graphing calculator technology is integrated throughout the course as problems are 
presented both algebraically and graphically. Topics covered include linear relations and 
functions, matrices, polynomials, trigonometric functions and their graphs and inverses, 
conic sections, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences, and series. 
 
 
Honors Precalculus 
 
Honors Precalculus incorporates graphing technology throughout the course. Technology 
allows the focus of the course to be on problem solving and exploration while at the same 
time building a deeper understanding of advanced mathematical ideas and techniques. 
Concepts and problems are analyzed and discussed algebraically, graphically, verbally, and 
numerically. Topics covered include graphing, manipulating, and finding the solutions of 
linear, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, rational, and trigonometric functions, complex 
numbers and polar equations, sequences and series, and limits. 
 
Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in Honors Precalculus must have at least a “B” 
average in Honors Algebra II or an “A” average in Algebra II. Approval from the teachers in 
the Mathematics Department must also be secured. 
 
 
Calculus 
 
Calculus is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory 
mathematics, including algebra, axiomatic geometry, trigonometry, and analytic geometry. 
It is a course in introductory calculus with elementary function. Topics covered include: 
functions and graphs, limits and continuity, differential calculus including applications such 
as graphing, integral calculus including applications such as finding areas under the curve. 
Problems are analyzed by using both an algebraic representation and a graphical, or 
geometric, representation of a problem. 
 



Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in Calculus must have at least a “B” average in 
regular Precalculus. Approval from the teachers in the Mathematics Department must also 
be secured. 
 
 
AP Calculus (AB Level) 
 
Calculus (AB) is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college 
preparatory mathematics, including algebra, geometry, advanced algebra, functions, and 
trigonometry. Concepts and problems in the course are analyzed and discussed using a 
combination of algebraic, graphic, numeric, and verbal methods. Graphing calculator 
technology is integrated throughout the course. Topics covered include functions and 
graphs, limits and continuity, differential calculus and applications of derivatives, and 
integral calculus and applications of integration. All students are expected to take the AP 
Examination in May. 
 
Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in AP Calculus must have at least a “B” average 
in Honors Precalculus. Approval from the teachers in the Mathematics Department must also 
be secured. 
 
 
AP Calculus (BC Level) 
 
AP Calculus BC is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of college 
preparatory mathematics, including Algebra, Axiomatic Geometry, Trigonometry, and 
Analytic Geometry. It is recommended for those students who love math and will possibly 
be majoring in Engineering or another math related field in college. The course covers the 
equivalent of two semesters of college calculus and moves at an extremely fast pace! Topics 
covered include: limits and continuity, differential calculus including applications such as 
graphing, integral calculus including applications such as finding areas and volumes, as well 
as integration by parts and partial fractions, a heavy concentration on series and sequences 
as well as an introduction to parametric equations and polar coordinates. Problems are 
analyzed by using both an algebraic representation and a graphical, or geometric, 
representation of a problem. The students are expected to take the AP examination in May. 
 
Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in AP Calculus BC must have an “A” in Honors 
Precalculus and approval from the teachers in the Mathematics Department. 
 
 
AP Statistics 
 
Advanced Placement Statistics is an introductory college level statistics course. The focus of 
the course is on understanding statistical reasoning and practices rather than rote 
memorization of formulas and procedures. AP Statistics is built around four main themes: 
exploring data, planning statistical studies, modeling with probability and simulation, and 
using statistical inference. Technology is integrated around these themes through the use of 
graphing calculators and computer software (Minitab). Topics covered include basic 
numerical and graphical analysis of one and two variable data, introductory experimental 
and sampling designs, basic probability theory and probability models, estimation and tests 
of hypotheses, and using inference with probability distributions and simple linear 
regression. 
 



Prerequisites: Students who wish to enroll in AP Statistics must have already successfully 
completed Honors Precalculus with at least a “B” average. Students who have successfully 
completed Precalculus with at least an “A-” average are also eligible for this course. In all 
cases, approval from the teachers in the Mathematics Department must also be secured. 
Students who wish to take AP Statistics concurrently with Honors Precalculus or AP Calculus 
must secure approval from the teachers in the Mathematics Department. 
 
 
College Algebra 
 
College Algebra is a course that follows Algebra II or Precalculus. The approach of this 
course is to view data analysis as a foundation for mathematical modeling; thus, seeing 
mathematics in context with the real world. Basic algebra skills will be reviewed with focus 
on verbal, numerical, graphical and symbolic representations of mathematical concepts. 
Fewer topics will be covered in greater depth. Topics include trigonometry, logarithms, 
polynomial and rational functions, and systems of equations. 
 
 
World Languages 
 
World Languages Course Descriptions  
 
Spanish I 
 
This introductory course stresses correct pronunciation, vocabulary acquisition, and 
meaningful communication in the present tense. Listening comprehension and verbal 
expression are acquired with in-class skits, podcasts, conversations, role-play, and music. 
Reading and writing skills are strengthened through readings, websites, news articles and 
projects. Students also study the geography and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
 
Spanish II 
 
This course continues to build basic language skills through a variety of means, such as 
storytelling, discussion topics, role-plays, interviews, oral presentations, and skits. Grammar 
is expanded to include the preterite, imperfect, present progressive, and some imperative 
forms. Competency skills include the ability to: initiate conversations, meet most survival 
and general social needs, discuss school situations, comprehend meaning through context, 
and compose short narratives on familiar topics. Topical vocabulary study and cultural 
awareness is deepened, with an emphasis on Hispanic cultures. 
 
Prerequisite: Eighth grade Spanish or equivalent 
 
 
Spanish III 
 
This intermediate level course emphasizes an interactive, communicative approach. The 
course focuses on developing students’ reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in 
Spanish. More complex grammar acquisition and application are an important part of this 
course, as well as daily conversational practice.  Students should expect to use only Spanish 
in class. Students also learn more about Hispanic geography and cultures, exploring 



attitudes and traditions. Supplemental materials include websites, podcasts, music, and 
news reports. 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have received at least a C+ second semester grade in Spanish 
II or have permission from the instructor in order to enroll in Spanish III. 
 
 
Spanish IV 
 
This course uses the Spanish already acquired by students in Spanish I-III. Students read 
and discuss Hispanic readings with the goal of increasing vocabulary, improving accurate 
grammar usage, responding through writing, and exploring diverse cultures. This course 
stresses conversation, and students are active in skits, presentations, podcasts, and role-
playing to increase speaking proficiency. 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have received at least a C+ second semester grade in Spanish 
III or have permission from the instructor in order to enroll in Spanish IV. 
 
 
Honors Spanish IV 
 
This is an advanced level course that emphasizes further development of speaking, writing, 
and listening skills in Spanish, while augmenting cultural studies through readings of 
modern Hispanic writers. Writing skills are strengthened through a variety of written 
activities, be it short essays, poems, or stories, based on themes common to people of all 
ages (art, freedom, heroism, feelings, and emotions, etc.). A variety of authentic Hispanic 
short films, designed to enhance listening skills and appreciation of culture, are viewed. It is 
assumed that students have a good grasp of Spanish grammar before enrolling in the 
course. 
 
Prerequisite: This course is by invitation only from the instructor. Generally, students must 
have received at least a “B+” second semester grade in Spanish III and have demonstrated 
superior Spanish language skills and interest in Hispanic culture. 
 
 
Spanish 5: Topics in Hispanic Film 
 
This course focuses on topics in the Spanish-speaking world through the lens of films from 
Spain, the Caribbean, and the Americas. Students will expand their knowledge of 
immigration, family and society, and political conflicts as presented in a variety of film 
genres in the target language. Students will understand main ideas and details of authentic 
materials, respond spontaneously in writing and speech, and express opinions using more 
complex vocabulary.  
 
 
AP Spanish Language 
 
This is an advanced Spanish grammar class designed to prepare students to successfully 
pass the AP examination in Spanish Language in May. There is less emphasis on input of 
new material and more work on learning the finer points of Spanish grammar. Review and 
testing in the areas of listening, reading, writing, and speaking are emphasized, including 
taking actual AP Spanish language exams from previous years. The class is taught as if it 
were a third year university level course. Students must demonstrate superior Spanish 



language skills before being admitted. Culture is taught through literature, films, and other 
materials, but the emphasis is on mastery of Spanish grammar. Students must keep a daily 
journal to improve writing skills, and reading comprehension is developed through reading a 
Spanish novel and a variety of short stories throughout the year. 
 
Prerequisite: This course is by invitation only from the instructor. Generally, students must 
have received at least a “B+” second semester grade in Spanish Pre-AP and have 
demonstrated superior Spanish language skills. 
 
 
French I 
 
This introductory course introduces students to the francophone world and develops 
vocabulary acquisition to begin listening, speaking, reading, and writing with topical 
vocabulary related to everyday life. Competency goals include the following: formulation of 
questions, expression of basic social and survival needs, comprehension and retention of 
materials in simple paragraphs, and composition of short paragraphs and letters with some 
attention to syntax and grammar. 
 
 
French II 
 
This course continues to build basic language skills through a variety of means, including 
story telling, with grammar expanded to include all indicative verb tenses. Competency 
skills include the ability to: initiate conversations, meet most survival and general social 
needs, discuss school situations, comprehend meaning through context, and compose short 
narratives on familiar topics. Topical vocabulary study is expanded and cultural awareness is 
deepened with an emphasis on French and Francophone life. 
 
Prerequisite: Eighth grade French or equivalent 
 
 
French III 
 
Aural, oral, composition, and reading skills are developed through the addition of structural 
rules and new vocabulary. Examples of competency goals include the ability to: meet all 
survival and most social needs, communicate on concrete topics related to personal 
interests, and read and discuss materials printed for general distribution. The subjunctive 
mood is introduced and oral discussion takes place in all time frames as well as the 
conditional. 
 
Knowledge of the culture of France and Francophone countries is expanded. 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have received at least a “C+” second semester grade in French 
II or have permission from the instructor in order to enroll in French III. 
 
 
French IV 
 
Students study various aspects of francophone civilization through a variety of media 
(internet, movie, radio, newspapers, and so on). They hone their skills of summarizing, 
narrating, contrasting, and expressing their opinions orally and in writing and with structural 
and lexical accuracy through guided oral exercises and writing assignments. Students learn 



strategies to help them increase their vocabulary and they learn to utilize various language 
tools (the web, dictionaries, grammar references, spell check, translating tools, etc.). 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have received at least a “C+” second semester grade in French 
III or have permission from the instructor in order to enroll in French III. To be qualified to 
move into the Honors section of this course, students must have permission of the 
instructor. 
 
 
Honors French IV 
 
Students study various aspects of francophone civilization through a variety of media 
(internet, movie, radio, newspapers, and so on). They hone their skills of summarizing, 
narrating, contrasting, and expressing their opinions orally and in writing and with structural 
and lexical accuracy through guided oral exercises and writing assignments. Students learn 
strategies to help them increase their vocabulary and they learn to utilize various language 
tools (the web, dictionaries, grammar references, spell check, translating tools, etc.). In 
addition, students begin a sustained review of specific grammar and vocabulary and begin 
to write sustained compositions.. 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have received at least a “B+” second semester grade in French 
III and must have permission from the instructor in order to enroll in French IVH. 
 
 
French V: Conversation 
 
Students delve deeply into modern day Francophone culture through a variety of different 
texts and media. The materials serve as a basis for broadening vocabulary acquisition as 
well as sparking student discussion. In the course of the year, students work on a variety of 
creative projects, involving, among others, skits, video productions, and larger competitive 
projects. 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of French IV. 
 
 
AP French Language 
 
Students gain mastery in speaking and writing with structural and lexical accuracy about a 
great variety of topics in different print formats (short stories, poetry, newspaper articles, 
short novels), movies, music, and radio journals. In addition, students conduct a thorough 
review of grammar, practice Advanced Placement test components and gain familiarity with 
the Advanced Placement test format. 
 
Prerequisite: Students who wish to advance to AP French must have received a minimum 
second semester grade of “A-” in French IV or “B” in French IVH and have obtained the 
approval of the instructor 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education 
 
Physical Education Course Descriptions  
 
Physical Education 
 
The Upper School Physical Education experience provides the opportunity for all students to 
participate in a variety of activities that are fun, physically challenging, and which 
encourage an attitude towards lifetime fitness. The class meets four times per week. 
Students' grades are based on being prepared for class (dressed out properly), participation 
(being active during activities and games or completing written work), sportsmanship, and 
attitude. The Commonwealth of Kentucky requires one semester of Physical Education 
during the high school years. This class alternates semesters with Health which is also a 
required course. Students are strongly encouraged to follow the components of good 
sportsmanship throughout their Physical Education experience. 
 
 
Health 
 
The Health curriculum is based on a consideration of issues and concerns that teens face 
today. These concerns include but are not limited to: learning about ourselves and feeling 
comfortable with who we are, relationships and how we relate to others, values, sexually-
transmitted diseases, drugs, nutrition, peer pressure, stress, stereotypes, and defining sex 
and love. Students are required to complete numerous journal entries, sharing their views 
and opinions on the topics discussed. Students are required to read and critique articles 
regularly from Sayre's databases and pertaining to class topics. Three projects enable 
students to practice and refine research and presentation skills. 
 
TEXT: Teacher-generated materials 
 
 
Fitness Training 
 
This class provides students with an opportunity to improve their strength, fitness, and 
flexibility through focused workouts which they help design. Students become familiar with 
various training techniques and their applications. They also learn more about how their 
bodies work and how to improve various aspects of health, strength, and fitness. 
 
 
Science 
 
Science Course Descriptions  
 
Biology 
 
Biology is a required full year laboratory course for ninth graders, designed to survey basic 
concepts and principles of life science and to encourage research and inquiry. Topics in 
Biology are introduced through a combination of classroom and laboratory activities. The 
laboratory activities are designed to further develop knowledge in content areas and to 
increase proficiency in such scientific processes as experimental design, data collection, and 
data analysis. Students are introduced to concepts that unify all living organisms: ecology, 



cell structure and function, energy acquisition and use, genetics and evolution, and 
classification. 
 
 
AP Biology 
 
AP Biology is a college level Biology course designed to conform to the goals defined by the 
AP program of the College Board. Areas covered in the course are accentuated by college 
level laboratory exercises as required by the College Board curriculum. Advanced topics 
included are: biochemistry and molecular biology, genetics, evolution and population 
genetics, classification, anatomy and physiology of plants and animals, and ecology. All 
students taking the course are required to take the AP Biology Examination in May. 
 
Prerequisite: Students wishing to enroll in AP Biology must have completed an AP Science 
course or AP US History and have current science teacher consent. 
 
 
Chemistry 
 
Chemistry at Sayre is both traditional and progressive. The course provides an excellent 
background in beginning chemistry which applies traditional concepts with modern 
laboratory techniques. Chemical principles are applied to a number of areas including 
environmental concerns and energy sources. Topics of study include chemical and physical 
properties, reaction rates, atomic structure, nuclear reactions, light, periodic table, chemical 
bonding, types of chemical reactions, balancing equations, states of matter, gas laws, and 
thermodynamics. A strong emphasis is placed on inquiry learning and laboratory work. 
 
Prerequisite: Students in Chemistry must have successfully completed a 9th grade science 
course. 
 
 
AP Chemistry 
 
AP Chemistry is a year-long, college level Chemistry course designed to conform to the 
goals defined by the AP program of the College Board. The course aims to duplicate the 
experiences and level of difficulty of the type of introductory chemistry taken by students 
majoring in science or science related fields as college freshmen. Activities are quite 
rigorous and challenging. Advanced topics of study include reaction rates, thermochemistry, 
electrochemistry, kinetics, chemical equilibrium, and organic chemistry. All students taking 
the course are required to take the AP Chemistry Examination in May. 
 
Prerequisite: Students who enroll in AP Chemistry must have completed Biology, Algebra II, 
and Chemistry with a “B”+ average and have current science teacher consent. The class 
includes a summer assignment and classes begin before school starts. 
 
 
Physics 
 
Physics is a Modeling based course that gives students an understanding of the fundamental 
concepts and laws that govern the world. Through frequent laboratory activities students 
work together to collect and analyze data using a variety of mathematical techniques to 
discover fundamental principles and gain analytical skills. Although conceptual 
understanding is the emphasis of this course, students use Algebra I, Geometry, and basic 



trigonometry to express quantitative relationships and draw conclusions. Topics include 
experimental design (data collection and analysis techniques), one-dimensional/two-
dimensional motion, linear forces, energy, impulse and linear momentum in 1-dimension, 
and introduction to waves (sound and light). 
 
Prerequisites: Completion of geometry and enrollment in Algebra II or higher 
 
 
AP Physics I 
 
AP Physics I is a Modeling based physics course that prepares students to take the AP 
Physics I Exam. This course does emphasize a conceptual understanding, similar to Physics, 
but a stronger emphasis is placed on mathematical expressions (algebra II, geometry, and 
trigonometry) and on problem-solving. In addition to utilizing a more mathematical 
approach, this course moves at a quicker pace, explores concepts covered in Physics at a 
deeper level, and covers additional topics not covered in Physics. Topics include 
experimental design (data collection and analysis techniques), one-dimensional/two-
dimensional motion, linear forces, uniform circular motion, gravity and planetary motion, 
impulse and linear momentum in 1-dimension/2-dimension, energy, torque, rotational 
motion, angular momentum, static electricity, DC circuits, simple harmonic motion, and 
mechanical waves/sound. Homework assignments and lab experiments will be closely 
aligned with the AP Physics I curriculum published by the College Board to give students the 
best chance of earning college credit. 
 
Prerequisites: Completion of Physics/Pre-Calc with a B+ or higher and Instructor Approval 
or completion of Biology with an A, completion of Honors Algebra II with B+ or higher, 
enrollment in Honors Pre-Calc or higher, and Instructor Approval 
 
 
AP Physics II 
 
AP Physics II is a Modeling based physics course that picks up where AP Physics I left off 
and prepares students to take the AP Physics II Exam. Students in this course utilize the 
skills and knowledge they acquired by taking AP Physics I to continue their studies of 
physics into topics not covered in AP Physics I. Topics include experimental design (data 
collection and analysis techniques), thermodynamics, static and dynamic fluids, static 
electricity and electrical potential, DC and RC circuits, magnetostatics and 
electromagnetism, geometric optics and physical optics, quantum physics, and 
atomic/nuclear physics. Homework assignments and lab experiments will be closely aligned 
with the AP Physics II curriculum published by the College Board to give students the best 
chance of earning college credit. 
 
Prerequisites: Completion of AP Physics 1/Pre-Calc with a B+ or higher and Instructor 
Approval 
 
 
Environmental Science 
 
Environmental Science is the study of how organisms interact with each other and their 
environment. This science course is interdisciplinary. Physics, chemistry, biology, the social 
sciences (sociology, psychology and economics) help us understand how all organisms 
(including humans) are interconnected with their environment in multiple ways. This course 
provides an introduction to basic ecological concepts: how ecosystems function and change, 



human population studies and problems, production and distribution of food, concepts 
related to both terrestrial and marine ecosystems, and explorations of current 
environmental topics and problems among many others. This course includes a strong lab 
component with appropriate field experiences. 
 
Prerequisite: Students must have completed a 9th grade science course. 
 
 
AP Environmental Science 
 
AP Environmental Science is a college level science course designed to conform to the goals 
defined by the AP program of the College Board. This course covers the concepts of the 
environmental science class with greater depth and breadth, including a greater level of 
mathematical analyses. The work prepares students to take the AP Environmental Science 
Exam in May. To that end, an appropriate attitude and work ethic are expected. 
 
Prerequisites: Students must have completed Biology and either Chemistry or 
Environmental Science and have current science teacher consent. Completion of Algebra II 
is recommended. The class includes summer reading, a few field trips before school starts, 
and a weekend trip in Oct/Nov as well as a variety of lab and field experiences. 
 
 
ELECTIVES 
 
Advanced Research Design 
 
Dedicated juniors and seniors have the opportunity to work with a university professor 
(typically through the University of Kentucky) to conduct real research in a laboratory 
setting. With the oversight of Sayre faculty, students will contact prospective university 
departments and professors to find an appropriate setting to conduct research. A minimum 
of sixty hours in an approved lab is required for a 1/2 credit. Students will be required to 
attend an instructional meeting at the beginning of the semester, with arrangements to 
work in his/her prospective lab finalized within the first six weeks of the semester. At the 
end of the semester, a paper describing the activities completed is due, along with an 
evaluation from the lab mentor. If an appropriate avenue is available, students will be 
required to present their research in a professional setting. Students are also encouraged to 
present their research at available science fairs. This elective may be repeated. 
 
 
Biology II: Anatomy & Physiology 
 
Biology II is an upper level Biology class that will explore the structure and function of the 
human body and take a closer look at its evolution. Participants in this class will engage in 
hands on laboratory experiments such as dissection of preserved specimens, microscopic 
study, physiologic experiments, computer simulations and lectures that explore the 
complexities of human anatomy and physiology. At the end of the class, students will 
understand the concept of homeostasis, how it interrelates to basic human body functions 
and life processes, and will demonstrate knowledge of the organization of the human body. 
Topics of study include the following body systems: nervous, integumentary, skeletal, 
muscular, digestive, circulatory, respiratory, reproductive, endocrine, and immune.  
   
TEXTBOOK: Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology: 9th edition by Elaine N. Marieb 
 



 
Computer Science 
 
Computer Science Course Descriptions  
 
AP Computer Science 
 
AP Computer Science is an introductory course in computer science that focuses on using 
computer programs and parts of programs to solve given problems. Java has been the 
computer language of choice since the 2005 exam, and object-oriented design is the 
primary paradigm. Students are introduced to the development and analysis of algorithms, 
fundamental data structures, and standard algorithms for searching, sorting, and operating 
upon data. Students become familiar with the basics of hardware and software components 
and the ethical responsibilities of both programmers and users. 
 
 
General Electives 
 
Publications 
 
The purpose of this class is to enhance students’ communication skills and to provide “hands 
on” experience in the design and production of Sayre’s yearbook, Pillars. Students develop 
an aesthetic “eye” and learn practical techniques relating to publications. This includes the 
study of photography, graphic design, journalism, and business. Specific course objectives 
include improvement or initial skill development in these four areas. A culmination of their 
best work results in a portfolio created by each student. This portfolio includes samples of 
photography, design work, and writing as well as journal entries that chart skill 
development and completion of classroom tasks. Assessment includes the portfolio and self 
and peer written critiques. (Students can earn a half credit toward their two-year art 
requirement by taking this year-long elective.) 
 
 
Service to Society 
 
This class is designed to instill the critical aspect of good citizenship – giving back to one’s 
community.  The course explores the concept of philanthropy and its significance to 
American life.  Throughout the course, students devote significant time and energy to 
volunteer service, both collectively and individually.  They serve a variety of local agencies 
to find the causes they most value.  Organizational skills, interpersonal communication 
skills, teamwork, and goal setting are taught in a practical manner, leaving each student 
better prepared for active involvement in their communities.   
 
 
Don Jacobs Personal Financial, Legal, and Civic Responsibilities Seminars 
 
The Don Jacobs Seminar Series is a required curriculum for seniors that deals with personal 
finance and legal and civic responsibilities.  The series, launched in 2005, runs from 
September through April, and focuses on practical topics such as spending, earning, giving, 
saving, owing, and investing.  The seminars are designed to give students training and 
guidance in personal finance.  Guest speakers from various professions enhance the 
seminars and provide students direct access to experts in their fields.  Mentors, selected 



from within the Sayre community, work with small groups of students throughout the year 
and are an integral part of the program.  Students also spend time with their mentors on 
projects of interest to further their exposure to financial and civic issues. 
 
 
Senior Internships 
 
Senior Internships play a vital role in the educational process at Sayre, moving education 
outside the boundaries of the traditional classroom into the workplace. The premise is that 
success in higher education is predicated not only on how much knowledge students have 
acquired, but also their ability to work independently or collaboratively, to be organized, on 
time and responsible for a project, and how to interact appropriately with adults. Whether 
interning in a field of interest, or learning about something entirely new, students gain 
important experience during their month out in the workforce. 
 
Specific goals of the senior internship program include: an introduction into the working 
world; pursuit of a potential career or interest; establishment of a transition period from 
high school to college with greater individual freedom and responsibility 
 
Seniors are required to plan, design, and implement an internship experience in one of the 
following areas: social service, vocation-career exploration, or the arts. Past students have 
worked in a variety of areas including athletics, banking, business, catering, 
communications education, engineering, equine, journalism, law, medicine, retail, and 
veterinary science,  
A weekly journal entry of 250 words is written and emailed to faculty advisors and the 
internship coordinator as is a culminating reflection on the internship experience. During the 
third week, selected students speak at the US Morning Meeting about their internship 
experience and its impact on them.  
 
 
 
 


