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The United States Constitution is at the heart of our country's government and an 

understanding of the Constitution is central to a course in American Studies.  Therefore, 

in conjunction with your reading of The United States: A Graphic Adaptation, I am 

asking you to complete the following questions regarding the seven Articles of the 

Constitution.  Sentences are required unless otherwise directed.  (If the directions call 

for a list, sentences are not required.) Students are expected to submit this activity sheet 

in class on the first day of school, and it will count as your first grade of the marking 

period.  

  

The Constitution and its articles will be discussed during the first days of school and will 

be followed by a study of the amendments that will be done during the first weeks of 

school.  

 

In responding to the questions in this study guide, I recommend that you write the 

answers in a composition book.  We will also use that composition book for current 

events notes throughout the year. Refer to each question either by the number of the 

question or by the number of the article to which the question(s) pertain.  You may also 

download a copy of this study guide from the Sayre website and respond to the questions 

digitally.  However, if you do that, you will be asked to print off your document and glue 

it into a composition book so that you have ready access to this material throughout the 

school year.  Do not write the answers on this document!  There is not sufficient 

room for them.   
 

 Keep in mind that this book is full of information, some of which is intellectually 

challenging and it will be impossible for you to complete the book and the study guide in 

a whirlwind effort.  I strongly recommend that you approach it as a summer-long project.  

Perhaps each week of vacation you can read one section and respond to the questions.  

By the end of the summer you will have completed the book and given yourself enough 

time to have read it carefully and done a good job responding to the questions.    

 

WE THE PEOPLE – pages 4-25 

1. This book begins by describing changes that occurred in political philosophies (that is, 

the way people view government, its powers and its relationship to the governed) in the 

eighteenth century.  John Locke was one of the chief proponents of a new way of thinking 

about government and its purpose. 

A) What were the ideas that Locke held? 

 

B) How did these ideas contrast with previous thoughts about government? 

 

2. The Articles of Confederation was the first constitution in the United States and it 

didn’t last long. This book has a fairly dismal view of them.   

Why were they unsuccessful? Explain three reasons why the Articles failed. 

 

 

3. The US government is built on three fundamental concepts: Separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and federalism.   

A) Define each of these three terms in words or illustrations  

 

B) Give an example from our government today to illustrate each of these terms. 



 

 

Article One – pages 27-52 
The Senate and the House comprise the Congress of the United States. These chambers 

work together but they are significantly different from each other.   

A) Make a two column chart, with one side labeled House of Representatives and the 

other labeled Senate.   

 

B) Then, list characteristics of one chamber and their counterparts in the other chamber.   

For example, House members serve 2 year terms, Senate members serve 6 year terms. 

This list should include requirements for office, term of office, number of members in 

each house and why that is, and any significant powers that each holds individually. 

 

C) Vocabulary: Write a definition of each term listed below. 

Lame duck  

 

Commerce Clause 

  

 Elastic Clause  

 

Republic 

 

 habeas corpus 

 

 ex post facto law 

 

Article Two – pages 53-64 
A) To the best of your ability, explain how the US elects a president. You may compete 

this by listing the steps in order or by drawing an illustration. 

 

 

B) Make a list of the powers granted to the President 

After reviewing the list of powers granted to the President, 

 

C) Which do you think is most important, and  

 

D) In a sentence or two, explain why. 

 

Article Three – pages 65-73 
A) Our book says that the job of the Judiciary is to “apply and interpret the law.” What 

does it mean, to “interpret the law”? Your answer should be 4-6 sentences in length. 

 

The Greatest power that the federal courts have is the power of judicial review. 

B) What is judicial review? 

 

C) Why is it so powerful? 

 

Article Four – pages 74-77 
The Fourth Article is about relations between the federal government and the states. 

Describe three provisions in Article Four that either insure equality among the states or 

assert the supremacy of the federal government. 



 

 

Article Five – pages 78- 81 
There are two ways to amend the Constitution included in Article V.  Why do you think 

the Framers included both ways? Your response should be 4-6 sentences in length. 

 

Article Six – pages 81-82 
One might argue that there could be no concept of Federalism in the US without the 

Supremacy Clause.  

A) What does the Supremacy Clause affirm?  

 

B) Why is it fundamental to federalism? Your response should be at least four sentences. 

 

C) Article VI bans “religious tests” as a condition for holding public office. Why? Your 

response should be 4-6 sentences in length. 

 

Article Seven- pages 82-84 
A) How many states had to approve of the new constitution for it to become the law of the 

land?  

B) Why did the Framers choose that number?  Your response should be 3-4 sentences. 

C) Were there risks in picking a larger or a smaller number?   

D) If there were risks, what were those risks? 

 

Ratification – pages 85-87 
People had different opinions about the new constitution when it was drafted.  Make a 

chart with two columns.  In one, labeled “Federalist” list the arguments given for the 

Constitution.  In the other, labeled Anti-federalist, list the arguments against the new 

constitution. 

 

Finally, the Amendments! We will begin a discussion of the Constitution's amendments 

in class in the fall.  Please bring The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation to 

class on the first day of school.  Our study of the amendments will focus on the rights 

protected under each of the amendments, additional powers granted to the federal 

government, limitations put upon the federal government, and other adjustments to the 

Constitution that addressed perceived omissions/deficiencies from the original document. 

That said, skim the pages that cover the amendments in this book  (pages 88-141) and 

complete the matching exercise below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
AMENDMENT MATCHING 

_____First Amendment   

  

_____Second Amendment 

 

_____Third Amendment 

 

_____Fourth Amendment 

 

_____Fifth Amendment 

 

_____Sixth Amendment 

 

_____Seventh Amendment 

 

_____Eighth Amendment 

 

_____Ninth Amendment 

 

_____Tenth Amendment 

 

_____Eleventh Amendment 

 

_____Twelfth Amendment 

 

_____Thirteenth Amendment 

 

_____Fourteenth Amendment 

 

_____Fifteenth Amendment 

 

_____Sixteenth Amendment 

 

_____Seventeenth Amendment 

 

_____Eighteenth Amendment 

 

_____Nineteenth Amendment  

 

_____Twentieth Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-first Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-second Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-third Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-fourth Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-fifth Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-sixth Amendment 

 

_____Twenty-seventh Amendment 

 

 

 

 

 

MATCH EACH AMENDMENT WITH 

ITS MAIN TOPIC 

 

a. Income Taxes Authorized  

b. Lower voting Age to 18  

c. Freedom of press, speech, religion, 

assembly, to petition  

d. Slavery Abolished  

e. Popular election of Senators  

f. Limits on Presidential terms of office  

g. Right to trial by jury  

h. Changes manner of choosing President 

and Vice-President  

i. Right to keep and bear arms  

j. Race no bar to voting rights  

k. Prevents excessive bail or cruel 

punishment 

l. Citizenship rights not to be abridged  

m. Rights of states under Constitution 

n. Congressional Pay  

o. Right of Woman to vote  

p. Prohibits manufacture and sale of liquor   

q. Bars poll taxes  

r. Conditions for quartering of Troops  

s. Protection from unreasonable search and 

seizure  

t. Provisions concerning prosecution, due 

process, double jeopardy 

u, Limits power of federal courts  

v. Repeals 18th Amendment  

w. Presidential disability and succession  

x. Alters starting date for presidential and 

congressional terms.  

y. Addresses rights not mentioned in 

Constitution  

z. Presidential vote for Washington DC  

AA. Right to a speedy trial  

 

 

 

 

 


