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Sophomore Research Paper – Student Syllabus, 2017
 You’ve chosen a topic…the process of writing a research paper for World History has begun.
  Now what?
HOW SHOULD I GET STARTED? 
· First, you should read through this student syllabus and acquaint yourself with the requirements of the assignment and the process in which you will approach research and writing.
· Second, look at the question posed in your topic choice.  What is it asking?  How can you find a possible answer?

· The answer you come up with (even if you reshape the question) will be your thesis.

· A thesis is an argument to be defended and substantiated with evidence (rather than a statement to be reported)

· Recommendation for first class, Week of 4/24:
· Highlight key words of your question; do some background reading in your text and databases.
· For example:  Topic #32 asks, “What was the impact of Mikhail Gorbachev and his policy of glasnost on changes in the Soviet Union?”
· Look up key words in your textbook.  
· For example, Chapter 19, Section 3 is entitled “The Collapse of the Soviet Union.”  If you had such a topic, you would be wise to read that chapter for context, especially the details about Gorbachev, the policy of glasnost (or openness), and the efforts to restructure the government and economy In the Soviet Union.  
· Look up key words in the ABC-Clio database, World History: The Modern Era. Read for context and specific details.

· Take notes (paying attention to other key words) 
· Ask and record new questions about what other information you might gather to understand your topic

· For example – what is Gorbachev’s background and influences? What are the economic and political circumstances inside and outside the Soviet Union that might demand more openness? Where did the term glasnost come from?  What are some examples of policies that might be connected to his Glasnost ideas?
· Ms. Meier, Sayre School Librarian will be visiting classes the week of 4/24. So get ready to translate your background reading into research

WHAT ARE THE BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RESEARCH PAPER?
· Research 

· Annotated Bibliography 

· After learning the basics of citing and evaluating resources, you will submit the first few annotations separately at the end of designated class periods as indicated on the calendar.

· After two weeks of research and note-taking, you will submit a complete annotated bibliography of 10 resources, including the following:

· At least 4 print sources

· At least 3 data base sources

· At least 2 primary sources

· Writing

· Paper Length – 1500 word minimum (approx. 5 pages) plus title page and bibliography

· Text of paper should include at least 8 footnote citations from 5 different resources

· At least 1 block quote and 2 direct quotes should be included and cited

· Bibliography will include an alphabetical listing of resources cited and a listing of resources consulted (but not cited)

· Paper Format - typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins

WHAT’S THE SCHEDULE?  WHAT IS HAPPENING WHEN?

Week of 4/24

Monday-Review paper syllabus, how to begin research (C hour –Snowden – Ms. Meier)
Class 2 – Ms. Meier visits G and A hours (Snowden), B and F hours (Pergande)



Class 3 – First annotated entry due at end of class




Friday – World War II test – short answer portion
Week of 5/1

Monday- World War II test – document based writing



Class 2 – Research – 2nd annotated entry due at end of class



Class 3 – Research – 3rd annotated entry due at end of class



Class 4 - Annotated Bibliography continues (10 total entries) Due Monday
Week of 5/8

Monday - Writing begins – Thesis development




Class 2 – Writing Workshop – Organization, supporting your thesis




Class 3 – Writing Workshop – Footnotes




Friday – Writing Workshop – Formatting

Week of 5/15

Monday – Writing Workshop – Drawing conclusions




Class 2 – Writing Workshop – Editing, polishing, final formatting



Class 3 – Final Paper Due – HARD COPY – by end of class




Friday – Abbreviated Class, Awards Day

HOW WILL THE RESEARCH PAPER BE GRADED?
Research Paper Grading Rubric

The research paper grade is broken down in the following categories. Total number of points is 200. The paper will count for 20% of the semester grade, and serves in lieu of a semester exam.

Completion of Technical Requirements (30%) - 



     


  /60 points


-Title and Title Page

· Title germane to the work

· Title page acceptably formatted
-Proper Citation Format

· Consistent use of footnotes

· Proper footnote citation

-Sufficient number of citations

· Citations for paraphrasing

· Citations for quotations

-Bibliography

· Proper Citation

· Works Cited

· Works Consulted

-Pagination

· Centered bottom on first page and upper right on all other pages

· Any other pages (i.e. Bibliography) centered bottom

Analysis of your Material (30%) -





       /60 points


-Introduction

· Does your paper have an introduction that eases the reader into the subject?

-Thesis

· Do you have a clear thesis that explains the importance of your topic?

· Does your thesis connect well with the organization of your paper?

· Does your thesis relate to the topic sentences within your paper?

-Critical Analysis

· Do you offer some context or background to explain your topic?

· How well do you demonstrate understanding of the historical facts surrounding and relevance of the topic?
-Use of Evidence

· Do you give consistent evidence from your research to back up your thesis and topic sentences?

· Do you analyze the quotations you use and relate them to the topic sentence and the thesis?

Appropriate Depth and Breadth of Research (20%) -


     


  /40 points


-Balance of Sources

· Good mix?

  
-Use of Quotations

· Do you quote sufficiently and appropriately from your sources?

· Do you paraphrase appropriately and well?

· Do you transition well between your work and source citation?

-Number of sources used

· Do your endnotes draw from a sufficient variety of sources? 

· Did you consult additional sources other than those you cited from?

-Conclusion

· Do you have a conclusion that generalizes from the thesis and the evidence to make a clear point about your topic and how it relates to its larger context?

Style (20%) - 








      

 /40 points


-Grammar
· Do you use complete sentences?

· Subject/noun agreement

· Consistent use of tense

-Spelling

· Should be error-free (proof, spell check, and proof again)

-Transitions

· Ensure a logical flow from one paragraph/analytical section to another

· Ensure a logical flow from the body of your work to a quotation

  











   /200 points
WHAT IS THE PROPER CITATION FORMAT FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY AND FOOTNOTES?

· For this paper, you will use either the MLA or Chicago style (just be consistent!)
· How do I know how to do this? 

· Examples of citations from different sources are available on the Sayre Library page regarding the “World History Research paper” under “Citing Resources.”  

· The University of Georgia’s Writing Center offers an excellent guide on how to use the University of Chicago Manual of Style format (more commonly known as the “Chicago Style.”) The link to this very useful, student-oriented site is: http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/chicago.html
HOW DOES THE HONOR CODE IMPACT THE PAPER?
· Words and ideas not your own must be attributed to the individual(s) who came up with them. This is done by means of a footnote citation in this paper.

· You will insert a citation after you have quoted directly and/or when you have summarized ideas/information obtained from someone else.

· You are to include a signed honor pledge either on your cover page or at the conclusion of your paper, following the bibliography. 

